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MAIL MAY BE A CLICK AWAY, BUT |
NOTHING LEAVES A LEGACY LIKE J
A GOOD OLD-FASHIONED LETTER

en was the last time you sat

down to write a letter - the kind

that requires paper, an envelope

and a trip to the postbox?

Chances are it's been a while,
and we're quick to point the pen at technology.
Everyone's too busy texting, Twittering and dealing
with the junk mail clogging up their inboxes.

While there’s no doubt putting pen to paper is
on the decline (Australia Post’'s domestic letter
volumes dropped 4.1 per cent in 2008/09), most of
us still have a soft spot for the handwritten word. We
love ripping open the envelope, poring over a loved one’s
familiar scribble and adding it to a treasured bundle.

Margaret Rockcliff, owner of Paper2 in Sydney, says
letter writing is far from dead and, in our too-busy-to-
breathe lives, we value the effort like never before.

“To write a letter, you have to give up your time, and
with everyone so busy, you really appreciate the gesture.”

Historian Geoffrey Bolton agrees. He was on the
panel of judges for the Letters of a Nation campaign,
launched last year to mark Australia Post's bicentenary.
“The trouble with email is that you state things as quickly
as possible,” he says. “I write a letter occasionally just
to enjoy the exercise. It gives me more time to pick the
right word and shade of feeling I'm trying to convey.”

Here, five Australians relive the stories behind the
letters they sent in to the Letters of a Nation project.
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DON'T BUY LEATHER UNTIL
YOU VISIT THE BLR HALF-YEAR SALE
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